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Metro Manilans  

dissatisfied with traffic 
December 25, 2015 at 12:01 am  

By Adelle Chua 
http://thestandard.com.ph/news/-‐main-‐stories/top-‐stories/195253/metro-‐

manilans-‐dissatisfied-‐with-‐traffic.htmll	  
 

EIGHTY-nine percent of Metro Manila residents are 
either somewhat or very dissatisfied with the traffic situation 
and 54 percent believe it could still get worse, according to 
The Standard Poll conducted by this newspaper’s resident 
pollster, Junie Laylo.  
 

Laylo polled 1,500 biometrically registered voters 
between Dec. 4 and 12, 2015, with 300 respondents each in 
the National Capital Region, Northern and Central Luzon, 
Southern Luzon and Bicol, Visayas, and Mindanao. 
 

Metro Manila, composed of 16 cities and one 
municipality, has been hounded by traffic problems in the 
past few months, with traffic jams even in non-peak hours or 
after only a small amount of rain.  
 

In September, Metro Manila was named as having the 
“worst traffic on earth” and the Philippines was ranked the 
ninth worst place to drive in according to Waze, a Global 
Positioning System-based navigation application.  
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Other places listed as having bad traffic situation were 
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo in Brazil, and Jakarta in 
Indonesia.  
 

Criteria used by Waze users were: traffic level by 
frequency and severity of traffic jams, road quality and 
infrastructure, driver safety (based on accidents, road 
hazards and weather), driver services (like access to gas 
stations and easy parking), socio-economic factors 
(including access to cares and impact of gas prices), and the 
level of helpfulness and happiness with the Waze 
community.  
 

President Benigno Aquino III had initially attributed the 
worsening traffic in Metro Manila to an improving economy. 
His Transportation Secretary, Joseph Emilio Abaya, drew 
flak for saying that heavy traffic was not fatal even as it 
inconvenienced many.  
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In The Standard Poll, the numbers in the National 
Capital Region were markedly different from those in the 
other areas of the country. 
 

Nationwide, 60 percent of respondents were either very 
or somewhat dissatisfied with the traffic situation in their city/ 
nearest city, with the balance being somewhat or very 
dissatisfied. In the Visayas, 81 percent of respondents were 
satisfied with their traffic situation.  
 

Only 37 percent of urban residents across all survey 
areas were satisfied with their traffic situation while 63 
percent were either somewhat or very dissatisfied.  
More than half of Metro Manila residents also believe that 
the traffic problem will either somewhat worsen or will 
worsen a lot, with only 2 percent believing the same will 
improve a lot.  
 

For the entire country, 74 percent of respondents said 
they believed traffic will improve, with only 26 percent saying 
it will somewhat worsen or worsen a lot.  
 

Respondents from the Visayas and Southern Luzon/ 
Bicol were most optimistic about the improvement of traffic 
with 84 and 77 percent, respectively.  
 

Sixty-one percent of urban dwellers anticipate an 
improvement while the balance expect a worsening of the 
traffic situation. Among those living in rural areas, 80 percent 
believe traffic in the city nearest them will improve a lot or 
will somewhat improve.  
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The Standard Poll was conducted using face-to-face 
interviews with the registered voters who say they will surely 
vote in the 2016 elections.  
 

The poll has a margin of error of plus/minus 2.6 percent 
for the entire-country data and plus or minus 6 percent for 
each of the poll areas.  
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